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Committed to uplifting the people of her
community, Cathy serves as Executive Direc-
tor of River Watch Inc., a neighborhood net-
work center, which is committed to developing
and implementing educational and training
programs to empower residents of the Bronx.
She also directs a youth activity center that
provides homework assistance, fun activities
and trips for community youth.

A widowed mother of three, grandmother of
seven and adopted grandmother of four,
Cathy still finds the time and energy to serve
as the New York State Committeewoman of
the 77 AD and be an active church official at
Refuge Temple Annex.

Mr. Speaker, during this month of February
in which we celebrate Black History it is impor-
tant that we give extra praise and recognition
to African American women, who overcame
not only racial discrimination but gender dis-
crimination as well. Strong women such as
Mary McCloud Bethune, Sojourner Truth and
Harriet Tubman, who was also known as
Moses on the account that she led so many
of her people to freedom. | believe that we
have an obligation to continue not only to rec-
ognize these strong influential women for the
many contributions they have made to Amer-
ican society but also to recognize the women
of today who overcome oppression in order to
lead the people of their community from the
bondage of despair. In that spirit, | ask that my
colleagues join me in honoring Ms. Cathy
Stroud.

———

HONORING JAMES O. PEOPLES, JR.

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 10, 2005

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise before you
today on behalf of Foss Avenue Baptist
Church, in my hometown of Flint, Michigan, to
honor James O. Peoples, Jr., for 48 years of
dedicated service as the Church’s Director of
Music. On Sunday, March 13, 2005, the con-
gregation of Foss Avenue will recognize Mr.
Peoples’ accomplishments during a celebra-
tion, which will include a musical program and
reception, to be held at the church.

James Peoples, Jr. has been blessed with a
natural talent and passion for music. His obvi-
ous abilities were refined as he studied Man-
agement and Music at C.S. Mott Community
College, and later Music Theory at Cook Con-
servatory of Music. James’s education did not
end there, as he spent 11 years under the di-
rection of various professionals in a wide array
of styles including opera, classical, and lyrical
melodies and harmony.

Since 1956, Mr. Peoples has performed the
Lord’s work as Director of Music for Foss Ave-
nue Baptist Church. As Director, he has man-
aged over 200 voices and staff, and recorded
three albums. In addition, from 1987 to 1992,
he served simultaneously as Director of Music
for the Wolverine State Baptist Convention
and Musical Director of the National Baptist
Convention. Mr. Peoples has also acted as Di-
rector of the Flint Symphony Orchestra.

Mr. Peoples is best noted for his work with
anthems, hymns and spiritual arrangements.
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He has conducted music workshops through-
out the state, and in March 2003, he was rec-
ognized as Music Director of the Year by the
Wolverine Baptist Convention Women’s Auxil-
iary. Aside from being an outstanding leader
and role model, Mr. Peoples is also a loving
husband, father, grandfather, and great-grand-
father.

Mr. Speaker, Psalms 66:1-2 says: “Make a
joyful noise unto God, all ye lands: Sing forth
the honor of his name: make his praise glo-
rious.” For 48 years, the members of Foss Av-
enue Baptist Church have indeed made a joy-
ful noise, and it is because of people like
James Peoples, Jr. | ask my colleagues in the
109th Congress to please join me in honoring
Mr. Peoples’ contributions to spreading the
Lord’s word.
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Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise to con-
gratulate the parish of Smyrna Baptist Church
on their 200 years of history. Located in
Chenango County, New York, the Smyrna
Baptist Church has become not only a reli-
gious institution, but also a historical institution
in Central New York.

Founded on the 22nd day of December
1804, by Joseph Tobey, Joel Ellis, Samuel
Barber, and others, the Church began as a
group dedicated to prayer, meeting in the per-
sonal residences of Church members. As the
parish expanded, their need for a larger meet-
ing place led them to assemble in the town
schoolhouse. And finally to serve its ever-
growing congregation, the Church purchased
a piece of property in 1837 where it has re-
mained for the past 167 years.

| congratulate the Smyrna Baptist Church on
their 200th Anniversary and their continued
role in the community. | also congratulate Pas-
tor Dale Sanders, under whose leadership and
spiritual guidance, the Church celebrates this
momentous occasion.

————
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MANDATORY EXPENSING OF
STOCK OPTIONS
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Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, today we are
facing a problem that if gone unchecked will
have a detrimental effect on business’s ability
to create jobs and opportunity. In June, small
and large companies will be subject to manda-
tory expensing of their stock options as re-
quired by the Financial Accounting Standards
Board. If businesses are forced to adhere to
this untested and risky expensing method, it
could hamper our growing economy at a time
when it is crucial to sustain growth and create
jobs, not stop it.

4417

It is important that businesses continue to
be able to use this valuable tool to attract em-
ployees to the market. Expensing of stock op-
tions will cause a blow to small business’s in-
vestment and innovation. It will harm a market
that uses stock options as a tool to recruit
high quality employees to small firms. These
innovators would be lost to larger, more estab-
lished companies.

Stock options serve as a tool to drive inno-
vation and creativity by linking company suc-
cess to employee success. The Security and
Exchange Commission has the duty to delay
this plan until the valuation methods can be
improved; | urge them to do so.

———
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Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and legacy of a devoted and
well-respected Arkansan, Deacon Moses
Summerville.

A native of Portland, Arkansas and the
youngest of 12 children, Deacon Summerville
married the late Lenora Vaughn on December
16, 1940. After accepting a job with the
Crossett Lumber Company, Deacon Summer-
ville and his young family moved to Crossett.
Deacon Summerville quickly became involved
with the First Baptist Church; later changing
his membership to the young New Bethel Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, where he served as
Deacon and Trustee.

As a young child, Deacon Summerville had
an avid interest in vocal music. He became in-
volved with the music ministry at New Bethel
Missionary Baptist Church and started singing
bass in the Senior Choir, later becoming direc-
tor of the choir. Deacon Summerville founded
the Keystone Gospel Singers, and the group
sung on stage with many famous quartet
groups including the Staple Sisters. Deacon
Summerville also taught music through the
Southeast Arkansas District Association using
the shape-note music notation for vocal music,
and was honored by the American Quartet
Convention in Alabama for his music ability.

In addition to music, Deacon Summerville
had a profound interest in the welfare of Ash-
ley County. A hunter and gardener at a time
when most people raised vegetables out of
necessity, Deacon Summerville devoted both
time and effort to supplement the meals of
many local residents. He raised fresh vegeta-
bles in his garden, and for years brought
home many squirrels, rabbits and coons to
Sunday Fried Chicken Dinners.

| extend my deepest and sincere sym-
pathies to Deacon Summerville’s five children,
Ruby, Annie Pearl, Willie T., Sarah, and Ber-
tha Sue, his friends, and colleagues. | will con-
tinue to keep Deacon Summerville and his
family in my thoughts and prayers.
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